
Battle with Graffiti - Interview with a Graffiti Scout from Tidy Towns Dún Laoghaire 

 
How I became interested ? 
Graffiti have defaced Dún Laoghaire for a number of years. 
There are so many outstanding heritage buildings in the town, Dún Laoghaire has a lively shopping main street, a 
beautiful sea front, the town is a destination for strollers from the city centre and suburbs and a main Dublin 
tourist attraction. I was immediately interested and very motivated to take up the graffiti reporting project 
identified by my Tidy Towns Group.   I wanted Dún Laoghaire to attain the highest standard of cleanliness and 
beauty.  Graffiti, scarring the town and seafront area was at complete odds with its natural beauty. 
 
How I went about it ? 
I started to take photos of any graffiti I could see, while walking 
the town. 
I created a file of the graffiti showing: an incremental number, 
the signature of the graffiti ‘tagger’, the location of the graffiti 
and the date of the photo. The files were then sent to the Dún 
Laoghaire County Council for removal action. Finally, after 
removal, I added the date of removal. 
I work on my own and report graffiti to the Council asking for 
removal action. The Environmental and Cleansing department 
in DLRCC has been tremendously helpful and hugely effective 
in removing graffiti whenever and wherever it could. 
 
Order of magnitude ? 
A total of 14 files have been processed to date, representing a 
massive 500 photos of graffiti.   
 
It is worth pointing out that the graffiti we deal with in Dún Laoghaire cover a diverse range of target areas: 
electric boxes are a favourite as well as parking meter machines, but also we had graffiti on top of a roof highly 
visible from the main street, on granite stone walls, on life-saving buoys and on benches on the Pier, on 
windows, on Heritage building walls, areas around the Dart station, Metals palisades, street names signs etc .  

 
Phenomenal Results  

• Out of 500 graffiti instances reported, 95% have been 
removed. Those not removed are on a private property.  

• For one short period of time, Tidy Towns and DLRCC 
could proudly celebrate as there were NO graffiti in the town 
centre (apart from those on private property). This was early 
December 2020. 

• The graffiti taggers seem to have considerably diminished 
in number. Initially, there were a substantial  number of different 
signatures such as KOT, THOR, WHI, CEKER, SKEET, SIEKS< 
REPS, ALP.  Since January 2021, these signatures have reduced 
to 2 very active ones : SKEET and THOR. 

• Local businesses in Dún Laoghaire have praised our 
Graffiti removal action. Perhaps this is the most rewarding result 
for the town: local retailers and businesses have seen and 
appreciate the results of our action: their shops and business can 
now operate in a graffiti-free street and environment, all very 
positive for making Dún Laoghaire an attractive destination for 
shopping and dining-out. 
 
Moving forward 
 
I hope to consolidate even further the Tidy Towns collaboration 

with the County Council. I want to approach shops and private property owners whose frontages are defaced by 
graffiti e.g. shop frontages, garage doors, and shop shutters. 
 
Removing Graffiti is just one tool to help bring the Heart Back Into Dun Laoghaire.. 

 

 

 

 


